
STC Sustainability Efforts at the California Legislature



STATUS - California Assemblymember Patricia Wiggins introduced Assembly Bill  1873 (School To Career) into the legislative process in February of this year.  AB 1873 was passed by the Assembly and is currently working its way through the State Senate.  Funding to support local partnerships is currently included in a separate bill.  Passage of the interim funding is uncertain at this point.  

AB 1873 - The Bill can be read in its latest form at:

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_1873&sess=CUR&house=B


HISTORY - At the 1999 Summer STC Academy meeting in Palm Springs, many people expressed concern about sustainable funding for School to Career activities in California.   It was at this meeting that the ACSA/CESESA STC Task Force under the leadership of Barbara Nemko (Napa County Superintendent of Schools) and the BaySCAN Policy Committee under the leadership of Bob Pearlman (then president of the Autodesk Foundation) merged to form the STC Policy Committee.

This group quickly organized two events.  The first was two meetings with Gary Hart, then Governor Davis’ Secretary of Education, on September 16th.  The first involved students, teachers and principals from three counties (Napa, Marin and Oakland).  They reported on the success of STC activities and the educational value they had received.  The second involved area business people who advocated for state support for STC activities to assure a professional workforce.

On Sept. 28th Assemblymember Kerry Mazzoni, Chair of the Assembly Education Committee, invited leaders of the Policy Committee to report on progress made by School To Career in California.  Ms. Mazzoni heard about progress in STC throughout the State.  She stated that she would carry legislation in support of STC connecting activities.  She felt that the connecting activities and teacher preparation programs which support STC strategies are most in need of state support.  

The California STC Policy Committee drafted and circulated a policy statement and a call to action for those who support School To Career activities in California.  On February 3rd an STC Briefing Day was held at the state capitol in Sacramento.  Students, teachers, labor and business partners from around the state visited their legislators and informed them of the value of STC and the need to fund ongoing connecting activities.

Following this Legislative Briefing Day, members of the STC Policy Committee were invited to the office of Assemblymember Patricia Wiggins.  She is a strong supporter of workforce development and volunteered to author legislation on behalf of School To Career.  She asked the committee to provide technical assistance to her staff in authoring legislation.

The STC Policy Committee met with staff people from Assemblymembers Wiggins, Lempert and Reyes.  They approved draft legislation which would provide funding for connecting activities.  Included in this discussion was the need to fund partnerships whose federal grant monies expire in the year 2000.  

Sean MacNeil, aide to Assemblymember Wiggins drafted language which eventually became Assembly Bill 1873 (School To Career).  

This bill would make School To Career activities part of the California Educational system.  The bill establishes:

·	The interagency partnership (Employment Development Department, California Department of Education and the Community College Chancellor’s Office) for School To Career Programs.

·	The Governor’s School To Career Advisory Council

·	Grants to Local Partnerships to provide connecting activities in geographic areas.

Local partnerships are required to submit grant applications.  These applications must provide a detailed one year plan and an acceptable five year plan that demonstrate the following:

·	All students have access to the activities developed in the region

·	An ability to leverage funds and contributions from various entities

·	An ability to build on workforce development and educational programs already operating in the state.

·	An ability to provide school based learning, workbased learning and service learning.

·	A significant level of participation and contributions from business and labor.

·	To be inclusive of all interested parties.

The bill also includes an accountability requirement.  One of the areas of difficulty we’ve experienced is an overall lack of performance results.  This will assist STC practitioners in justifying the success of STC activities.

The primary goal of the bill is funding.  A strategy was created to provide $8.5 million in funding for the eight partnerships whose funding ends with the 1999 - 2000 budget cycle.  Following this, local partnerships would provide a five year plan with estimated funding requirements.  The funding would include an annual $500,000 for the Interagency Partnership to pay for administrative and support services.

The language for funding was not included in AB 1873.  Rather it was proposed through the Appropriations Committees and the Governor’s Office.

Meetings were held with Tim Gage, the Governor’s Budget Secretary, and Tim Gotch, the Governor’s Legislative Affairs Secretary.  Mr. Gage indicated he would not support the request and Mr. Gotch indicated he would.  Unfortunately, the next year’s funding was not included in the Governor’s Budget.

When the budget was formulated by the legislature, the funding was included in the Assembly version.  It was not included in the Senate version.  The joint version, which was negotiated by the Joint Conference Committee, did not include STC funding.

Assemblymember Wiggins continues to lobby for the funding with the Governor’s Office.  Sen. Patrick Johnston, Chair of the Senate Appropriations Committee, is helping her with this effort.

AB 1873 was approved by the Assembly Education Committee on March 29th.  It was then passed by the Assembly Appropriations Committee on May 24th, and finally by the entire Assembly on June 1st.

The bill next moved to the Senate.  It was approved by the Senate Education Committee on July 5th and is scheduled for a hearing before the Senate Appropriations Committee.  After Senate Appropriations, (if we are approved by a majority of the members of the committee) the Bill will be heard before the entire Senate.  This should occur in late August.

The passage of AB 1873 will be an important long term victory for School To Career in California.  It authorizes the legislature to fund STC activities; it establishes the interagency partnership and charges the Governor’s STC Advisory Council with oversight and the creation of a long term plan.  This is a positive outcome for STC efforts to date.

It is disappointing that the $8.5 million was not funded in this year’s budget.  According to Ms. Wiggins' office, there is still an opportunity to secure the funding this year.  She is working diligently to accomplish this.

We have learned a great deal from the activities of the past few months.  In correspondence with the California Department of Education we understand they have some concerns about the bill.  We need to do more work with them to explain the logic and rational for the legislation as it is now stands.

Sincere thanks are extended to Patricia Wiggins for her leadership and deeply felt commitment for School To Career.  Her aide, Sean Mac Neil, has worked tirelessly in understanding, authoring and shepherding this bill through the legislature.  Staff members Brad Strong, Rona Sherriff and Daniel Kim have provided important assistance at many critical points.

School To Career received extremely valuable support from the bill’s co-authors:

Assemblymembers: Calderon, Dickerson, Kuehl, Lempert, Lowenthal, Machado, Mazzoni, Papan, Romero, Strom-Martin, Tnomson, Washington and Zettel

Senators: Johnston, Perata, Rainey, Solis, Speier and Vasconcellos

Special thanks to all the members of the California STC Policy Committee who contributed their expertise to issue.

Thanks to all the students, teachers, business partners and education leaders who testified in favor of the bill and provided their support to STC efforts in California.


